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 Pursuant to Rule 11.1 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, the Sonoma 

County Water Agency (“SCWA”) moves for leave to intervene in this proceeding as a party and 

to file a response supporting the application of PG&E for approval of a water-embedded energy 

savings pilot program.  SCWA is a public agency that provides potable water on a wholesale 

basis to nine cities and districts serving approximately 600,000 people in Sonoma County and 

Marin County. 

 SCWA has several interests in this proceeding.  First, SCWA is identified in PG&E’s 

application as one of the entities with which PG&E proposes to work if the pilot project is 

approved.  Second, as discussed in more detail below, SCWA manages and directs an extensive 

water conservation program.  Third, SCWA is undertaking a Sustainability Initiative, to advance 

implementation of environmentally sustainable practices and promote adoption of sustainable 

practices by other entities in the area.  A significant part of the SCWA’s Sustainability Initiative 

is to develop and use renewable sources of electrical energy.  Toward this end, SCWA has 

recently constructed three photovoltaic projects, which will provide up to 2 MW to power 

SCWA’s administrative headquarters building and two sanitation facilities.  SCWA also receives 

up to 6 MW of renewable energy from the County of Sonoma’s Central Landfill generation 

facility. 

 Because of its interests in water conservation and sustainability, SCWA is eager to 

participate with PG&E in the pilot study.  SCWA provides water on a wholesale basis to eight 

primary customers: the Cities of Santa Rosa, Rohnert Park, Cotati, Sonoma, the Town of 

Windsor, and the Forestville and Valley of the Moon Water Districts in Sonoma County, and the 

North Marin Water District in Marin County.  SCWA administers an extensive water 

conservation program in coordination with these customers.  SCWA and its water contractors 

have each executed the Memorandum of Understanding with the California Urban Water 



Conservation Council, which commits the water contractors to implement cost-effective water 

conservation “best management practices.”  The master water supply agreement between SCWA 

and its contractors requires the contractors to implement the CUWCC BMPs or alterative water 

conservation measures that will secure at least the same measure of water savings.  More 

information on the water conservation programs of the Agency and its customers is available at 

http://www.scwa.ca.gov/water_conservation/. 

 Due to its extensive water conservation program, and because of its varied wholesale 

customer base, SCWA is in a unique position to assist PG&E to gather data on the electrical 

energy savings resulting from different water conservation measures applied to differing 

underlying circumstances, over a wide geographic area. 

 As TURN and ORA note, some (but not all) of SCWA’s power is provided through 

entities other than PG&E.  However, this does not mean (as TURN and ORA imply) that water 

conservation in SCWA’s service area does not impact PG&E’s energy demands.  This is because 

the wholesale delivery of water by SCWA to its city and district customers is only the first step 

in getting water to end users.  The second step is delivery of water to end users by the each of 

those cities and districts through their own retail water transmission systems.  This second step 

of delivery requires the cities and districts to use electrical power provided by PG&E, reducing 

the amount of water delivered through the implementation of water conservation measures would 

directly affect PG&E’s energy demands. 

 The purpose of the pilot program is to generate information about the extent to which the 

implementation of water conservation programs could reduce electrical demand.  It is thus not 

relevant that a portion of water transmission power demands are met by entities other than 

PG&E within SCWA’s service area.  To the extent that the pilot program provides information 

about how well specific water conservation measures cut power demands, PG&E can use that 



information throughout its service area to cut power demands. 

 SCWA’s participation in this proceeding will assist the Commission in addressing the 

issues presented by the pending applications.  As a water wholesaler, SCWA can inform the 

Commission, the applicants, and other participants in the proceeding about water transmission 

and water conservation issues that may not be within other participants’ scope of knowledge.  If 

the Commission ultimately approves the pilot program, SCWA’s participation in the proceeding 

will give SCWA a better understanding of the issues of interest to PG&E and the Commission in 

connection with the pilot program, which will make SCWA a better partner in the pilot program. 

 Granting SCWA’s motion to intervene will not prejudice any current participant in the 

proceeding.  The proceeding is still at a relatively early stage, and permitting SCWA to intervene 

will not delay the proceedings. 

 SCWA requests that the Commission grant its motion for leave to intervene in this 

proceeding as a party and to file a response supporting the application of PG&E for approval of a 

water-embedded energy savings pilot program. 
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